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Man Sentenced for Strangulation Death, Arson  
  
A Compton man was sentenced yesterday to 28 years to life in state prison for his role in the strangling 
of a man whose body was later set ablaze, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced. 
  
Deputy District Attorney Brian Kang said José Ángel Martínez, 22, was found guilty on Oct. 6 of first-
degree murder and arson in case NA095527.  
  
Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputies responded to a call regarding a car fire at a basketball court in 
Rancho Palos Verdes on April 23, 2013. As the fire was extinguished, officials found the body of 
Christopher Waters, 42, in the back of his burned vehicle, according to evidence presented at the trial.  
  
Waters was killed by strangulation before being placed in the car and set on fire, the prosecutor said.  
  
The case was investigated by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department.  

 
 
About the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office  
 
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her 
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to protecting our 
community through the fair and ethical pursuit of justice and the safeguarding of crime victims' rights. 
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